
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20548

B-109650 December 28, 1978

The Honorable Bob Eckhardt
Chairm an, Subcommittee on Consumer

Protection and Finance
Comittee on Interstate and o

Foreign Commerce
House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Toxic Substances Control Act (section 25(a)) (15 U.S.C. 2624)
requires the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
to conduct a study of EPA-adrninistered laws to determine possible
indemnities to persons affected by actions taken by the Administrator
under any such law. The study is to be completed and submitted to the
Congress by January 1, 1979. Section 25(a) of the act also requires
the General Accounting Office to review the adequacy of the EPA study
and report the results of its review to the Congress within 6 months
of the date the EPA study is submitted to the Congress.

On September 29, 1978, EPA awarded a contract to American Manage-
ment Systems, Inc., for the purpose of fulfilling the requirements
of section 25(a). The contract is expected to be completed in late
May 1979, after which EPA will present the study to the Congress.
Consequently, EPA will not meet the January 1, 1979, date set forth
in the act.

Because EPA will not meet the January 1, 1979, date, we will not
be able to submit our report to the Congress by July 1, 1979, as we
originally envisioned. At a minimum, our report waill be issued at
the end of November 1979, but it could be issued at an even later
date if EPA does not act on the contractor's study irmediatelv upon
completion. -

Should you have any questions, the staff of our Community and
Economic Development Division will be available to assist you.

Sincerely yours,

1Y1.
Acting Comptroller General

of the United States
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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C 2O548

December 28, 1978P-109650

The Honorable Edmund S. Muskie
Chairman, Subcomrittee on

Environmental Pollution
Corrittee on Envirornment and

Public Works
United States Senate

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Toxic Substances Control Act (section 25(a)) (15 U.S.C. 2624)
requires the Administrator of the Environrmental Protection Aqencv (EPA)
to conduct a study of EPA-administered laws to determine possible
indemnities to persons affected by actions taken by the Administrator
under any such law. The study is to be ccrpleted and submitted to the
Congress by January 1, 1979. Section 25(a) of the act also requires
the General Accounting Office to review the adequacy of the EPA study
and report the results of its review to the Conqress within 6 months
of the date the EPA study is submitted to the Congress.

On September 29, 1978, EPA awarded a contract to American Manaqe-
ment Systems, Inc., for the purpose of fulfilling the requirements
of section 25(a). The contract is expected to be completed in late
May 1979, after which EPA will present the study to the Congress.
Consequently, EPA will not meet the January 1, 1979, date set forth
in the act.

Because EPA will not meet the January 1, 1979, date, we will not
be able to submit our report to the Congress by July 1, 1979, as we
originally envisioned. At a miningm, our report will be issued at
the end of November 1079, but it could be issued at an even later
date if EPA *3oes not act on the contractor's study immediately upon
completion.

Should you have any Questions, the staff of our Corumunity and
Economic Development Division will be available to assist you.

Sincerely yours,

Acting Comptroller General
of the United States




